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OH, 
UTA-CHAN! 
THERE WAS 
SOMETHING 
I WANTED 
TO CONFIRM 
WITH YOU. 


SSS, 


| GOING 
















a 
ON 


REAK! 
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IS THAT SO? 
I’M GLAD TO 
HAVE SUCH AN 
ENTHUSIASTIC 

PART-TIMER 

ON BOARD! 











THERE'S 
ACTUALLY 
SOMETHING 
I COULD USE 
YOUR HELP WITH 
RIGHT NOW. 


I'LL 
DO ANY- 
THING! 


IN FACT, 
I'D LOVE 
IT IF 
I COULD 
HAVE AS 
MANY 
SHIFTS AS 
POSSIBLE! 








YOU PUT 
IN AN AWFUL 
LOT OF SHIFT 

REQUESTS FOR 
NEXT MONTH. 

THIS ISN’T 
A MISTAKE, 
RIGHT? 










OH, THAT 
REMINDS 


7 X\ ME! 


COULD / I WAS 
I ASK YOU | PLANNING ON 
TO COME UP PREPARING 
WITH SOME A LIMITED-TIME 
IDEAS? 2 MENU FOR 
k VALENTINE’S 
DAY. 





















T ALWAYS 
USED TO 








WHAT IS IT 





THAT KIDS 
RELY ON THESE DAYS 
KAORU-CHAN SAY 16? 
FOR THESE 
THINGS. 






















SO IF 
YOU COULD 
TAKE OVER THIS 

KINDA THING 
FOR HER, 
IT WOULD 
BE A HUGE 
HELP. 






SOMETHING... 
INSTAGRAMMY? 
IS WHAT 
I’M AIMING 
FOR. BUT 
THAT’S OUT 
OF THE WHEEL- 
HOUSE FOR 
AN OLD LADY 
LIKE ME... 









I WAS 
PRETTY 
GUNG-HO 
ABOUT 
THIS BACK 


WELL, THE 
PERSON 
I CAN 
PROBABLY 
RELY ON 
AT TIMES 
LIKE THIS 
WOULD 
BE... 


ole 
| COURSE! 
| LEAVE IT. 
























one BUT 
I’M PRETTY 
OUT OF 
THE LOOP 
WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
TRENDY 
STUFF LIKE 


GOOD 
AFTERNOON, 
KONATSU- 
SAN. 







































































OH, 
MAROCCHI, 
LONG TIME 

NO SEE. 














SORRY! 
I PULLED 


Sees 
SO MY WAIT, OR 


ONORMING.. = WAS IT 
UTACCHIP 









YOU SEEM , 
LIKE SOME- SOUNDS 
ONE WHO'S - LIKE THE 
PRETTY USUAL, THEN! 
KNOWLEDGE- THAT'S FINE/ 
ABLE ABOUT 
THINGS THAT 
ARE... 
ON-TREND, 
SO TO 
SPEAK? 










FUNCTIONS, 
YOU'RE THE 
TYPE TO BE 
THE LIFE 
RIGHT? OF THE 


PARTY... 


ove CRAFT- 






PRETTY 
PLEASE? 










MENU IN IN 
LINE WITH —- THAT 
ALL OF CASE, 
THAT. T WAS 
HOPING 






TO GET 
YOUR 
HELP... 


























HMM, VERY (EAST 
MEN YOU'VE | 
I COULD GOTTA HAVE 
INTRODUCE INTRODUCE 
HER TO... TO ME. HOW 
IJUUUST — ELSE AMI 

STARTED SUPPOSED 
LOOKING FOR TO PUT MY 
SOMEONE NEW, HEART INTO 

Y'KNOW. THI S$? 
































INSTEAD, 
HOW ABOUT 
FULL REIN 
OVER KURO- 
CHAN FOR 
A WHOLE 





gi make 
her do 
whatever 
you wan 
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BELL LEE 
isa 






























































oo WHAT 
SORT 
OF MENU 
WERE YOU 
THINKING 
OF? 


HOW CAN 

YOU JUST 

OFFER UP 
BARGAINING 


I FIGURED 
IT’D BE FINE. 
SINCE YOU 
OWE HER FOR 
ALL THE 
TEST PREP. 


: 


Sr 


































































































THAT MAY BE 
DOES THIS COME 
BACK TO YOU? 
THAT DOESN'T 


WELL, IT’S 
SUPPOSED TO 
BE A LIMITED- 


TIME MENU FOR 


DAY... 


















IT’S 
ALREADY 
THAT TIME 
OF YEAR... 
HUH. 













































ACTUALLY, 
LET’S JUST 
FORGET ABOUT 
THIS WHOLE 
THING, MY 





VALENTINE’S 
IS THE 
ONE THING 
I HAVE NO 
INTEREST 
IN. 





mt 



































































































































































MINUTE! 
YOU LITTLE 




















I THINK 
I’LL GO AND 
HAVE MYSELF 
A LITTLE NAP 

AT CHLOE’S 


PLACE. 













HRMM, 
THIS 

SUCKS. 

WE GOT 























WAY OFF- 




















TOPIC... 













































IN 
EXCHANGE, 
THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
I’D LIKE TO 
DISCUSS WITH 
YOU... DO 
YOU HAVE A 
MOMENT? 





THANKS, 
MIYABI- 
CHAN, 
YOU’RE 
A LIFE- 
SAVER! 





i — < Pes \ \ 














o SHE’S 





BEING 





WEIRDLY 
Or, NICE! 























PEOPLE! 





SOMETHING 
SEEMS OFF 
ABOUT KURO- 
CHAN? 





SHE SEEMS 





TO BE PAYING 
A LOT MORE 
ATTENTION 
TO ME LATELY- 
WELL, IT’S 
MORE LIKE... 



































































































































G...GOOD 
FOR YOU 
THAT YOU'RE 
CLOSER TO 











EACH OTHER 





eUanwanwat 





NOw...? 























THERE’S 
SOMETHING 
WEIRDLY 
GRIM ABOUT 
HER EX- 
PRESSION. 


I'M 
GETTING 
A STRONG 
VIBE THAT 
SHE’S 
UNHAPPY 
ABOUT 
SOMETHING. 


WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD IS [pur 
GOING SHE JUST 
ON? CUTS ME OFF 
AND SAYS, 
‘IT’S NOTHING.” 












BUT 
IT SEEMS 
LIKE THERE’S 
AN ULTERIOR 
REASON 

















I’M 
GENUINELY 
PLEASED 
THAT SHE’S 
BEING NICER 
TO ME... 








SHE 
DOESN'T 
REALLY 
SEEM ANY 
DIFFERENT 
TO ME, 
THOUGH... 









LONELY 
WHEN YOU 
WERE AWAY 
DURING THE 

HOLIDAYS, SO 

SHE’S TRYING 

TO HIDE HOW 
MUCH SHE 

NEEDS 

YOU. 






















THAT’S 


eRe IMPOSSIBLE eve 
WOULD st 
FREEZE /UNIN 


OVER 
BEFORE 
CHLOE GOT 
LONELY! 


































































































ASSUMED 





AW THINGS 









































THE SORT OF ew Nay 
PERSON WHO WHENEVER 
ALWAYS COME OVER 
MOST OF ACT AS WHILE 
THE TIME. THOUGH SHE WAS 
SHE WAS ALONE... 
SUPER 
ANNOYED 
WITH 






ME. 



































JUST 
BECAUSE 
SOMEONE 

LIKES TO BE 
ON THEIR OWN, 
IT DOESN’T 


MEAN THAT 
THEY LIKE TO 
BE ALONE, 
DOES IT? 

















OH, 
KURO- 
CHAN. 

WELCOME 
HOME. 


OH, 
OKAAAY. 















































THANKS 
FOR 
EVERY- 
THING 
TODAY! |. 











I WAS 
THINKING 
T’D HAVE 

MIYABI MAKE 

DINNER LATER, 

$0 I SHOULD 
AT LEAST 
GET SOME 

INGREDIENTS... 


WELL... 
UM... 









THAT 
THING YOU 
WERE ASKING 
KONATSU ABOUT 
EARLIER-I CAN 
PROBABLY 
HELP. 


I'VE HAD YOU 
IN THE LINEUP 
FOR THIS COLLAB 
FROM THE START, 
KURO-CHAN. 


+ YOU'VE 
BEEN 
GETTING 
A BIT BOLD 
LATELY. IT’S 
PISSING 


YEAH, WELL, 
TURNS OUT 
I’M MUCH 
BETTER AT 
TAKING HITS 
THAN I FIRST 
THOUGHT. 
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SOMETHING 
HAPPENED 
WITH YOU 

AND KAORU- 
SAN OVER 
THE BREAK, 
DIDN’T IT? 


I’M SO, 
SO FRUSTRATED | 


ve ALL 
1 CAN THAT NOW... 


DO IS 
KEEP 
LOOKING 
FORWARD. 








YOU DON’T 
SEEM TOO 
THRILLED TO MY MOM 
BE HAVING THIS \ & IS COMING 
LONG-AWAITED \ HOME FROM 
REUNION. | ABROAD, 
FOR THE 
FIRST TIME 
IN AGES. 


















HONESTLY? 
T HAVE NO 
INTEREST 
IN SEEING 
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ih ii 


























MM, 
I DON’T 
DISLIKE 
HER... 





























ea0unca008 
























































MY, 
IS THAT A 
COMPLIMENT? 








WHY 
WOULD 
HE? 
YOU'RE 
NOT IN 
ANY 
POSITION 


PLAIN. 


SEEMS 
LIKE YOU 
HAVEN’T 
CHANGED 

A BIT, EITHER, 

MOM. 


I’M 
SURPRISED 
YOUR FATHER 
DIDN’T COME 
WITH YOU TO 
GET ME. 
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YOU 
ABANDONED 
YOUR FAMILY 

FOR FIVE 

YEARS. 


WHY 
WOULD 
YOU COME 
BACK NOW, 
AFTER ALL 
THIS TIME? 





= 
w= 
Sa 
Ve 
1 
© 


MY DUTIES 
ASA 
MOTHER. 





KK (Coulda 
Reach You o 





G 


I (Coulda 
Reach You 

































































| SOME TIME. 





THE 
FEELINGS 
I LET SLIP 
WHEN 
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x00 
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SO ee 
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PAINFULLY 
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Xan 
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Late 
cee 

es 
ee 


ee 
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ooo THAT 
I EXIST IN 
A CATEGORY 


WHERE I CAN’T 
EVEN GET A 
REJECTION. 
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MY, IN 
ALL THE 
TIME THAT 
WE'VE BEEN 
APART... 























WELCOME 
HOME, 
REIICHI- 
KUN! 


Se 61 
ween TF 
VM a 
VED 
J CC. 



































«AND — WHEN YOU 
ISEE WERE A 
THAT'S — STUDENT 


STILL 
YOUR 
THING! 












































GO. 





Y- 






ye. ARE YOU 
TO BE ENJOYING 
PRETTY MARRIED 
OPEN LIFE? 
WITH 
EACH 
OTHER. 


GOING 


THINGS WELL. 
ARE 
LIVELY 
AND FUN 
HERE. 

























































YOU 
HAD A 
WEDDING 
CEREMONY, 
TOO, 
DIDN'T 
YOU? 


\ it Ty | / 
AS Ae 
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SORRY 














WELL, mM ITS THAT I 
REI NEVER SURE FINE. COULDN’T 
EVEN YOU GO 

INFORMED HAD ; 


ME OF IT! 





SHOCKED TO 
HEAR ABOUT IT 
AFTERWARD. 
TO THINK, THE 
TWO OF YOU! 













I KNEW 
THAT YOU 
WERE BOTH 
CLOSE SINCE 
CHILDHOOD... 











«BUT 
I NEVER 
EXPECTED 
IT WOULD 
GROW INTO 
SOMETHING 
ROMANTIC 
LIKE THAT. 






















I GUESS 
YOU CAN'T 














Gece REALLY 
PREDICT 
ALREADY THESE 
HAPPY 
TOGETHER, as 
SO DON'T 
L START 
ON THAT 






I KNOW, NOW. 
I KNOW. 
NONE OF THAT 
MATTERS IF 
THINGS ARE 
GOOD WITH 
YOU TWO. 




































































DA HELLO? 
UTA, 
WHAT'S UP? 
ji | MOM’S HERE 
=|: Lf ALREADY. 
































































































































I'LL 
COME AND 
LOOKS 
LIKE UTA Sai 
GOT STUCK a WHOA, 


IN THE RAIN. 
ILL GO GET AT THE YOU'RE 


HER. STATION. RIGHT. IT’S = 
POURING. 

















.+e CAUSING 
ALOT OF 
TROUBLE 


IN FACT, 
SHE'S 
ALWAYS 
HELPING ME 
OUT WITH 
THINGS. 














SURE YOU'D 

RATHER BE 
SORRY ENJOYING 
FOR'OFE>'. JOUR 
LOADING NEWLYWED 
REALLY sa : 
ISN'T. NUISANCE 






















































































I WON’T BE 
ARRESTED FOR 
PRACTICING 
IN JAPAN 
ANYMORE. 





IT’S 
MOSTLY 
HEALED NOW, 
BUT I’M STILL gNEAT 

NOT BACK ? 
TO MY USUAL 
WALKING 
PACE... 





I WAS 
BEING 
CARELESS 
AND FELL 
DOWN THE 
STAIRS 
NOT LONG 
AGO... 




































HM... 






SEEMS 
LIKE YOUR 
RECOVERY’S 
BEEN ON 
THE SLOW 
SIDE. 












ZL, 
IS +, ay 
ae LISS 
<< 






THAT'S 
NO GOOD. YOU BEEN 
YOU CAN’T DOING YOUR 
START SLACKING PHYSICAL 
JUST BECAUSE os THERAPY 
YOU CAN As IN EVERY 
WALK ON i DAY? 
IT A BIT. : eee 





HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
WORKING AS 
A DOCTOR 
THIS WHOLE 
TIME WHILE 


THE LONGER 
THIS DRAGS ON, 
THE MORE THAT 

YOUR OTHER LEG, 
PICKING UP THE 
SLACK, BEGINS 


ABROAD? | TO TAKE THE 
| BRUNT OF IT. 
BE CAREFUL. 


” 





I 
THERE HAVE. 
WAS JUST 
NO PLACE 
FOR ME 
IN JAPAN 
ONCE MY 


LICENSE WAS 
SUSPENDED. 





THIS ALL 
HAPPENED 
BECAUSE 
OF MY 
MOM. 

















WHAT 
ARE YOU 
APOLOGIZ- 
ING FOR? 





LOGICALLY, 
I KNEW 
IT WAS 
THE WRONG MAYBE... 
THING TO BUT THAT 
DO... ad WASN’T ALL 
ee THERE WAS 
WAS THE > o TO IT. 
ONE WHO oe 
COULDN'T 
REFUSE 
MY CLOSE 
FRIEND. 





I WAS A 
GENERAL 
PRACTITIONER 
WHO MADE 


A POOR 
DECISION 4l GH 
AND T HAD 
THAT’S TO TAKE 
ALL RESPON- 
SIBILITY 
I’M JUST 
SORRY 
I COULDN'T 
SAVE HER IN 
THE END. 


42 


SHE KNEW 
THE RISKS, 
AND SHE 
IT’S ie 
THAT 
Pee PRU 
FIVE 
YEARS 
SINCE 
THEN, 
ANYWAY. 


I'VE 
ALREADY 
COME TO 

TERMS 
WITH IT. 








STILL... 













YOU 











AY, USED TO BE 
ra SO LITTLE. 
LOOK HOW 
& BIG YOU’VE 
144 GROWN! 
wet 


IT’S 
BEEN FIVE 
YEARS SINCE 






YOU WERE IN 








| I/VE BEEN 
ELEMENTAR ; 
SCHOOL, a | WAITING FOR 
YOU'RE IN YOU, UTA. 








HIGH SCHOOL 
NOW, RIGHT? 





CHILDREN 
GROW 
UP SO 

QUICKLY. 






eee WHY 
DID YOU 
COME 
HERE? 
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T’LL BE 
TAKING CARE 
OF ALL THE 
VARIOUS 
FORMALITIES, 
SO NO NEED 
TO WORRY 
ABOUT THE 
HOUSE, OR 
SCHOOL, OR 
ANYTHING. 


HANG 
ONA 
MINUTE! 





I WONDER 
IF HE’S 
STILL MAD 
AT ME FOR 
JUST UP 
AND GOING 
OVERSEAS. 












WHY? 





TO 
TAKE YOU 
BACK HOME 
WITH ME, 
OBVIOUSLY. 






\ 


N afi ” 







STARTING 
THIS SPRING, 
I'D LIKE US TO 
LIVE AS A FAMILY 
AGAIN. YOU, ME, 
AND YOUR FATHER. 
SO I’M HERE 
TO COME GET 
YOU. 


23 AH, BUT 
I STILL HAVEN'T 
GOTTEN YOUR 
FATHER’S 
APPROVAL, 
WHICH IS KIND 
OF CRUCIAL 
TO THIS. 


HE SEEMS 
PRETTY 
RELUCTANT 
TO SEE ME FOR 
SOMEONE WHO 
DOESN’T WANT 
A DIVORCE. 


I THOUGHT 
THIS WAS 
A FAIRLY 

STRAIGHT- 
FORWARD 

PROPOSAL. 


OR 
WERE YOU 

PLANNING 

TO RELY 

ON THEM 
SINCE FOREVER... 


YOUR 
BROTHER 
AND SISTER- 
IN-LAW ARE 
JUST SO 
NICE? 














WHAT 
ARE YOU 
SAYING? 
YOU JUST 

CAME BACK 


OUT OF THE 
MY HEAD a 


AROUND 





I MEAN, 
IT’S WEIRD 
FOR YOU TO 
KEEP LIVING 
OFF OF THEM 
HERE. 








REALLY? 
YOU, 
OF ALL 
PEOPLE? 


AND I'VE 

/ THOUGHT 
ABOUT PLANS 
BEYOND THAT 














YOU SAID 
THAT YOU'D DO 
YOUR BEST TO 
MAKE THINGS 
WORK LIVING 
ALONE WITH 
YOUR FATHER, 
DIDN'T You? 


BY 


REIICHI, 
STAY OUT 
OF THIS. 


THAT'S 
WHY T’VE 
STARTED 
WORKING 
TOWARD 
LIVING ON 
MY OWN 

ONCE I’M IN 
COLLEGE. 


I'VE 
BEEN 
UTTERLY 
BETRAYED 
BY SUCH 
WORDS 
IN THE 
PAST. 


C’MON, 

I MEAN, 
WE WERE 
THE ONES 

WHO INVITED 
HER, SO IT 
REALLY 
ISN’T- 


lM 
AWARE 
THAT 
I'MA 
BURDEN. 





MORE OF 
THIS LIP 
SERVICE 
AGAIN, 
THEN? 


A GIRL 
WHO NEVER 
ONCE WAS 
ACCOUNTABLE 
TO HER 
WORD. 








AND YET, 

YOU LEFT 

HIM AFTER 
ALL. 


AS I CAN 
TELL, THAT 
DEVASTATED 

YOUR 


- WHAT A 
FATHER. | wus 


DAUGHTER. 


IT 
WASN’T 


MY FAULT 
IT WAS HE ENDED 


UP THAT 
YOURS, 
MOTHER. WAY. 


THE 


MOST 
EVER EVEN CAREFREE, 


SELFISH 
CONSIDERED ‘a: 
WHAT IT’S NO RIGHT PERSON 


LIKE TO To say ALIVE... 


BE IN MY 
SHOES? 



















ooo THEN 
I WISH 
BOTHERED 
HAVING A 

FAMILY! 














GOOD GIRL, 
SPRING. 


THAT, THEN 
PROVE TO ME 
MORE THAN 
JUST TALK. 


IF LIVING 
FREELY 
WAS SO 
IMPORTANT 
TO YOU... 


RIGHT NOW, 
PARENTS. 























CHILDREN 
ON THEIR OWN 
PREDICTABLE 
THINGS. 
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IT’S FINE. 


DON’T WORRY 


ABOUT IT. 


IT 
REALLY IS 
WEIRD THAT 
I'VE BEEN 
RELYING ON 
YOU BOTH FOR 
SO LONG. 


SORRY 
YOU HAD 
TO WITNESS 
SOMETHING SO 
UNPLEASANT. 


SHE 
REALLY 
HIT ME 

WHERE IT 
HURTS. 


UGH... 





JUST 
LIKE I 
PROMISED 
YOU AT THE 
START... 


FOR AS 
LONG AS 
YOU’RE IN 

SCHOOL, AT 

LEAST... 


ooo WE'RE 
DETERMINED 
TO TAKE 
RESPON- 
SIBILITY 
AND LOOK 
AFTER 
YOU. 


YOU 
CAN STAY 
HERE FOR 

AS LONG AS 
YOU WANT, 
GOT IT? 


THAT’S 
NOT 
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I THINK 
YOU'RE GONNA 
NEED SOME TIME 
TO THINK ABOUT 
THIS, SO... 


Ae WHAT DO 
WANT YOU ; YOU WANT 
TO BE ABLE ME TO DO, 
TOLIVE.. | jpaerr | ONEE- 


wlINA 

PLACE 
WHERE YOU 

CAN BE 
YOURSELF. 





NOW THAT 
YOU... 


«+e KNOW 
THE WAY 
I AM? 




















Lo 
YOU'RE AN COURSE. 
f PARTOF = 
4 MYFAMIY, 
ANYTHING 











ee 
: 


y 
She 


- 






































YOU, 


MORE OF 
OF HOW MUCH 
I CARE ABOUT 


A BOND AS 
A FAMILY... 
THIS 1S PROOF- 


I FIGURED 
IF WE HAD 


Terese ee 


pr 


1 aeeeteeee 


/ 


peewee nneenenennnes 


ly . 
Ray 
Sq 
RE 


COULD 


eee 


eee “FAMILY.” 





THOSE 
WORDS, 


S 
= 
q 
si 
z 


Wh 
RS 
SS 
SE 





ooo WERE 


WARNING 


KK (Coulda 
Reach You o 





G 


I (Coulda 
Reach You 
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amen | 





































































































NOOO... 
DON'T 
PULL THE 
BLANKET 
AWAY... 


























CET OUT 
OF BED 
ALREADY! 























NO. 
YOU'RE 
BEING A 

NUISANCE, 
GO HOME. 








KONATSU, 
YOU'RE 
“STILL 
ASLEEP?! 
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THE HELL 
HOME! 
T MEAN 











Regarding the 
date we set for six 
o’clock today... 


My father has to work 
overtime tonight, so 
I've been asked to look 
safter my little brother. 


Could we do this 
another day? 


I SEE, 
M/YAEI-CHAN 
WAS COMING 
OVER. THAT'S 

WHY YOu 

WANTED 

ME OUT... 











BUT 
NOW /T 
SEEMS 

LIKE SHE 
CANCELED 
ON YOU, SO 
CAN I TAKE 
ANOTHER 
NAP? 


SO 
I GUESS 
YOU TWO 
REALLY WERE 
DATING, 
THEN? 





























I'D HEARD 
THAT YOU AND 
M/YAEI-CHAN 

WERE A 








































Hut, ZI MEAN, 























AND YOu I DON’T 
DON’T REALLY REALLY 
THINK ABOUT LIKE THAT 
THE FACT THAT WORD, JUST 
YOU'RE WITH HEARING 
ANOTHER /T GIVES 
GIRL, CHLOE? ME THE 


CREEPS. 


















THAT'S 
GOT NOTHING 
70 DO WITH 
EATING, OR 
SHOPPING, OR 
SPENDING TIME 
TOGETHER. 





wdek: 
GUESS 
THAT'S 
PROBABLY 
THE MOST 
ACCURATE. 












MIYAE! FEELS 



















PRETTY MUCH WH AAAT2 

pase THAT'S NOT 
700, SINCE ALL THERE IS 

eae ee 10 BEING A 





/N JUN/OR COUPLE! 


$0, EVEN IF 
YOU'RE BOTH 
GIRLS, MAYBE YOU 


CAN.STILL JUST. 


DATE AND. HAVE 
 FLUN, WITHOUT. 
THINKING TOO. 

_ HARD AGOLIT 

a ee ITE: SS 











THAT THE 
YOUNGER 
PERSON /S5 
THE ONE 
THINKING 
MORE 
SERIOUSLY 
ABOUT 
THESE 
THINGS. 


WELL, YOLL 


ARE BOTH: 
STUDENTS. 

























































































BUT THIS 
IS WHAT BEING 
PERFECTLY IN 
SYNC SOUNDS 
LIKE. 

















HEY, DON’T 
HARMONIZE 
YOUR SIGHS 
WITH MINE. 














I’M SURE 
SHE TURNED 
YOU RIGHT 
DOWN, 


ITDIDON'T ‘ SO THAT 
GET THROUGH SHOULD BE 


TO HER AT ALL, A BIT OF 
SO I JUST A RELIEF, 
HEARD MYSELF jug 
SAY ITOUT | 
LOUD. 




















WHADDYA 
MEAN? 









SOON IT 
SEEMS LIKE 
THERE REALLY 
WILL BE AN 
END TO ALL 
OF THIS. 








1150 WORDS ot 
ALONE WEREN'T ae 
ENOUGH FOR HER cienice 
TO INTERPRET te 
WHAT I WAS 
FAMILY... 
CONFESSING \ 
TO HER AS 
THAT KIND 
OF LOVE, 


























BUT 
THAT’S 
FINE, 

I GUESS. 





GOING TO 
BE MOVING 
OUT OF THAT 


THAT'S 
0 


Ss 
SUDDEN... 


YOU DON’T 
ALWAYS HAVE 
TO DO EVERY- 

THING YOUR 

PARENTS 
SAY. 





STARTING 
THIS SPRING, 
T’LL BE LIVING 
WITH MY PARENTS 
AGAIN, SO 
I WON'T GET 
TO BE WITH 
KAORU-SAN 
ANYMORE. 


WHAT 
I THINK’S 
GOT NOTHING 
TO DO 
WITH IT. 
IT WAS MY 
MOTHER'S 
DECISION. 





AND 
YOU’RE 
OKAY WITH 
THAT? 











MY 
MOTHER’S 
APPARENTLY 
BEEN MAKING 
PLANS ON 
HER END. 







































































vee lF 

THERE’S 
SOME WAY 
FOR ME TO 
LIVE ON MY 
OWN SOON, 
THEN T’LL 
DO THAT. 


IF 
I’M BEING 
HONEST 
WITH MY- 
SELF... 
wal’ 
HOPELESS. 
I’M JUST 
A HIGH- 
SCHOOLER 
WITH NO 
REDEEMING 
AND QUALITIES. 


WHAT 
ARE YOU 
GOING TO 
DO ABOUT 

KAORU- 

SAN? 





THIS ISN’T 





THE KIND OF 





FEELING WHERE 
YOU CAN JUST 
WAVE GOOD- 
BYE TO THE 
PERSON AND 
GET OVER IT. 








IT’S 
GOOD THAT 
I’M BEING 
FORCED TO 


WHAT’S 
THIS 
ABOUT? 


























I MEAN, 
OBVIOUSLY 
& | I’D RATHER 
NOT, BUT... 


«DID YOU 
EVER CLEAR 
UP THAT 
MISUNDER- 
STANDING 
WITH MIYABI- 
CHAN? 


LATELY 
YOU'VE BEEN 
MAKING SOUR 
FACES ONLY 

AT MIYABI- 
CHAN. SHE’S 
FRIGHTENED. 
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75 


FEELS PRETTY 
IMMATURE TO 
BE SULKING JUST 
BECAUSE SHE 
HASN’T BEEN 
LOOKING 
AFTER YOU 
LATELY. 


PROBABLY- 


NO, 
DEFINITELY 
DOING IT 
UNINTEN- 

, HONARE 















































OH? 


VET ase 























iN 











. 


ee 


Ih i, 
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I'VE BEEN 














BRAINSTORMING, |- |. 
ANDI ALSO |= STILL 
SAMPLED LOTS |— |] DRAWING 
OF DIFFERENT | UP BATTLE 
THINGS... /qyay—— PLANS FOR 
3 THE 
VALENTINE’S 
IT’S HARD 
TO COME 


UP WITH 
SOMETHING 
ORIGINAL. 
































I’M PRETTY 

+1650 SURE IF YOU 
ae ack T CAN JUST COME 

UP WITH THE 

Ge BIG PICTURE, 
peg MY MOTHER WILL 

; HANDLE ALL 





THE DETAILS... 







THANKS, |:>> 


TO BE 
HONEST, 


I WAS 
THINKING 






IF YOU 
LIKE, WHY 

D ONT WE THINGS... 
STOP BY 
KURO-CHAN’S 


WN d Y 4 
eS —_—_- WE CAN PLACE? 


GO OVER 
THE MENU 
ITEMS AND 
SUCH. 














































































































































+050 I KNOW 
IORDERED YOU'D BEEN 
CLASSY WORRIED, 
CHOCOLATES UTA... 
FROM 


ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY... 
NAY, THE 
GLOBE! 

























































































































ee ee 
a NOW 
someon rs I CAN 
I MEAN, ADVISE 
GOURMET YOU ON 
ee ) EVERYTHING, 
. PROBABLY ( STARTING 
= me ae FROM THE 
Lo “hey be OR O INGREDI- 
= ye eae BUDGET 
we re: ' ' 
ei ee 50... a ENTS! 
es : : hientelen : NS : 
ihe Siaee LN ek | ANG Se 
as : - SS fe : | 
a= — I 
SL ae eA Le 
A AN Laue 




















WELL J 
WANT TO 
EAT THESE, 
50 WHEN 
T ORDER, 
YOU'D BETTER 
USE THESE 
ONES! 


: 


U-UM, 
CHLOE... 













NO BIGGIE. 
SEEMED LIKE 
YOU WERE 
BUSY WITH 
SOMETHING. 


, Lve 
one WHOA, 
say phone I DIDN'T 
Or ght nol REALIZE 
o YOU HAD 
A SIBLING 
THAT MUCH 
YOUNGER! 











FAMILY 
IS MORE 
IMPORTANT. 


SORRY 
FOR BAILING 
ON YOU 
THE OTHER 
Dpy! 


aa 


I MEAN, 
THAT’S TRUE... 
LATELY I’VE BEEN 
HAVING TO BABYSIT 
A LOT FOR MY 
FIVE-YEAR-OLD 
BROTHER, SO 
I'VE HAD MY 
HANDS FULL. 












YEAH, 
SO THAT 
MEANS YOU 
DON’T HAVE 
TIME TO 
PUT UP WITH 

ME NOW, 
RIGHT? 















THAT’S NOT 
WHAT I WAS 
GETTING 
AT... 













DID IDO 

SOMETHING 
= TO MAKE 
ae YOU ANGRY 
-_— WITH ME? 
























































































| AREN'T 
| YOU THE ONE 
, TT WHO CAN’T 
Seuee ca | PUT UP WITH 
or tine: ‘Il ME ANYMORE, 
| CHLOE? 


TREAT- 
MENT... 












































































































OH, MY! 
AND THE 
WHOLE 
PEANUT 
GALLERY'S 
HERE! 





HOW DID 
I MADE YOU LET 


MYSELF A ee aril YOURSELF 
gparenot WEE) |i) "or ieee 


T00 LONG NAW = AGAIN?! MY 
Wi, = KEY’S5 BEEN 

HERE THE 

WHOLE- 


u 





SERIOUSLY! 
ARE YOU 
MOONLIGHTING 
AS A BURGLAR 
OR SOME- 
THING...? 
















IF YOU 


.~ / LET ME, 
\ ' I MIGHT 


What _\ / 


wh JUST ig 
kind of | 
e) STEAL ridiculous } 
YOUR ae 
HEART, 





























a CHLOE 


SEEMS TO 
HAVE MUCH 
MORE FUN 
WHEN SHE’S 
TALKING TO 

LL ANYONE WHO 


don't know : \ ‘ 
sat a A ISN'T ME. 













PARDON 
ME, IT’S 
TIME FOR 
ME TO BE 
GETTING 
BACK 














SH-SHE’S : 
ANGRY... : @ Be 











WHY 

















COULDN'T HEY, 
YOU JUST Age YOU 
MAND SA SHOULDN’T 
YOU'VE BEEN ae 
LONELY 
WITHOUT 










HER...? a 


MISUNDER- 
STANDING’S 
GOTTEN 
WORSE! 


ENOUGH 
ALREADY. 
YOU SHOULD 
AT LEAST 
FOLLOW UP 
WITH A 
TEXT. 





















































“WHENEVER” 
DOESN’T 
LAST 
FOREVER. 












USUALLY... 









IF YOU DON’T 
SAY THE 
IMPORTANT 
wTHEN THINGS WHILE 
BY THE YOU CAN. 
TIME YOU - 
WANT TO, YOU 
WON'T HAVE 
THAT CHANCE 






ANYMORE. 





ooo WHILE 

THEY’RE 

STILL BY 
YOUR 
SIDE. 


YOU 
NEED TO 
TELL THAT 
SPECIAL 
SOMEONE 
HOW YOU 
FEEL... 


Agana see 


























aoe 











UM 
KONATSU- 
SAN, 
ARE YOU 
OKAY? 



































































































































‘ 
' 
i 
» 
. 
' 
1 


mr 


COULD 
I ASK YOU 
TO STICK 
AROUND FOR 
A STORY? 





THAT 
PERSON 
YOU WERE 
TALKING 
ABOUT 
BEFORE? 


I WAS JUST 
REMEMBERING 
SOMETHING 
FROM A LITTLE 
WHILE AGO. 





KK (Coulda 
Reach You o 





G 


I (Coulda 
Reach You 
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BACK 
a |) CWHEN 
~ I WAS 
A FIRST- 
YEAR... 























J yy \ THE ONLY 
cpp] PLACE T FELT 
| COMFORTABLE, 
WAS THE 
NURSE’S 
OFFICE, 






















































































MORN- 
ING, 
SENSE/! 


























































\ 




















I 





























| OH, NO! 
THAT'S | 
halle | HOW MANY 


c MINUTES 
c HASIT 























I CAN'T 
BELIEVE TZ DION'T 
THE OTHER | | HAVE TIME 
TEACHERS 70 GRAB 
DON'T CALL BREAK- 
YOU OUT FOR 
BEING SO 
ae SLOPPY 
ee te ALL THE 
na : 
SECRET... \::' TIME! 


FOR GETTING \:::° 
PEOPLE 
70 PUT 
UP WITH 

YOu. 









FLATTERY. 
























FIGURED 
AS MUCH. 


OH, YEAH, 
BLT TELL 
ME MORE 
ABOLIT 
THAT OTHER | 

STORY! 


WAY BACK 
WHEN 
| WE WERE 
"STUDENTS, 
YOLI KNOW. 









OBVIOUSLY!! 





MORE LIKE 
MY EX-EX- 
EX-EX-EX- 





















EX-EX-EX- YOUR EX 

BOYFRIEND, /S MY 
THOUGH, HOMEROOM 
SOMY TEACHER?! 

MEMORY'S "Gg 
PRETTY HILARIOUS! 


HAZY. 
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N 


MORE 
LIKE, 

I DESPISE 
HIM, AND 
I JUST 
WANNA 
KNOW HIS 
WEAK- 
NESSES. 










THAT'S 


YOU SEEM FINE! 
AWFULLY I'M WAY 
INTERESTED MORE 
IN HEARING INTRIGUED 
ABOUT OTHER BY THE 
PEOPLE'S FACT THAT A 
LOVE LIVES ROCK-FACED 
FOR SOMEONE EGGHEAD 
WHO SAYS LIKE NOGAM/ 
SHE DOESN'T COULD 'VE 
KNOW MUCH EVER DATED 
ABOUT LOVE, ANYONE. 
KONATSU- 


CHAN. 







































































“WEAK- 
NESSES” 
? 


= 
wart YX /— ay) 
WHY 
ARE YOLI 
TREATING 
HIS TIME 
WITH ME 
LIKE 
SOME 
TRAGIC 
BACK 
STORY?! 












IN MY DULL 
STUDENT LIFE- 
WHERE NOTHING 
INTERESTED ME- 
NOT CLUBS, 
OR CLASSES, 
OR FRIENDS, 

vee SHE WAS OR DATING... 
THE ONLY 

THING THAT 
DREW MY 

ATTENTION. 

















Guh, 't’s 
Nogarni, 






























































































































































YOU 
SHOLILD 
BE MINDELIL 
OF THE FACT 
THAT...GOME 
OF YOLIR 
SUBJECT 
CREDITS 
AREN'T 
LOOKING 
SO GOOD. 
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17 MIGHT 

BEHOOVE 
YOU TO BEA 
LITTLE MORE 

PROACTIVE 
ABOUT YOUR 
CLASS ATTEN- 

DANCE. 











STRAIGHT 
70 THE 
NURSE'S 
OFFICE 
AGAIN? 











SENSE/! 








NOGAM/ 
WAS JUST 
IN HERE, 




































































WERE JUST 

DISCUSSING 
SOME 

STUDENTS. 



















































































UM... 
YEAH. 


























tt EEE O teen, ; 























DOUBTFUL. 


Youve 
way foo 
easy fo 

read. 


SERIOUSLY?! 
HE’S .. HE WAS 
STILL ee 
ME FORA 
INTO ASKING DO-OVER, 
you?! IE I MIGHT 
e! GET BACK 
TOGETHER 
WITH HIM, 
WITH 
MARRIAGE 
IN MIND. 

















































































































































ER. OF 
WaT COURSE 
THIS IS 7 
INAPPROP- 
| RIATE TO BE bat v 
DISCLISSING BUT HE 
WITHA REALLY OWN. 
STUDENT. DOESN'T 
KNOW 
WHEN TO 
QUIT... 














AND 
ANYWAY, 


..-NOGAM/ 
KONATSU- 
JUST TOLD CHAN... 


esieg I HEARD 
YOu : SAME 
NEED TO i THING. THAT YOLI 
RAISE YOUR ~ | : MIGHT HAVE 
ATTENDANCE ms TROUBLE 
chelhgss / ADVANCING 
‘de ? 
LEAST RAISE { A YEAR: 
YOUR GRADES 
ENOUGH SO 
NO ONE CAN 
COMPLAIN... 


». CLASS 
/$ SO 
BORING, 
AND THE 
CLASSROOM 
/S SO 
STIFLING... 








YOU DON’T 
HATE 
LEARNING, 





































T WONDER 





UGH, 








IF I COULD IE YOu 
STILL PULL WERE ALSO 
OFF A IN CLASS, 
UNIFORM. L'D ACTUALLY 
WANT TO 


GO! 





ON THE 
ONE HAND, 
MY GRADES 
WERE STEADILY 

veeBUT IMPROVING... 


THINGS WERE 
GROWING 
MORE DIRE 
BETWEEN HOZUMI 
AND NOGAMI. 
HE SEEMED TO 
BE HANGING 
AROUND HER 
MORE. 




























































































[itt 














pe 



























































































































































































































































Hey, 
(srh't 
that O 





























mH 






















































































THAT'S 
FieaR. Le Bees 
picane i toy | DOESN'T 
: LIKE THAT. 
ISN’T 1/7? : Pea lsels 
SO DRLNK 
YOU CAN'T 
EVEN TELL? 


















































bw 
SHUT UP! 
a“ ARE THIS HAS 
YOU DOING, NOTHING 
WANDERING 
AROUND AT 4 TO DO 
THIS HOUR? 7 WITH 
YOU'RE A HIGH- : 
SCHOOLER! = = a You! 
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HOW 
DARE YOU 
TALK TO ME 
LIKE THAT?! 
YOU WANNA 


BE HELD BACK 


A YEAR?! 





SENSE/, 
LET'S GET 
OUT OF 


LESSONS 


ARE FRICKIN’ 


BORING, SOI 
HAVE TO STUDY 
OUTSIDE OF 
THE CLASS- 
ROOM. 
































SORRY ABOUT 
THAT, SENSE/. 
oe EVERYONE WAS 
cs Soe Beale wah | LOOKING, SO 
IT's oe ee o og f (aks I JUST... 
OKAY. oe . 
THANKS 
FOR 
HELPING... 










NO, 
IT'S... 
BECAUSE 
WE WERE 
RUN- 


Ss... 
SORRY! 
I PASSED 


WORRIES. 
FEEL ANY 
BETTER? 


I WAS 
JUST 
IN BAD 
FORM 
TODAY! 


T/LL 
DEFINITELY 
BEAT 
NOGAMI 
NEXT 
TIME! 


I GUESS 
EVENA 
SELF- 
PROCLAIMED 
HEAVY- 
WEIGHT 
CAN GET 
BLACKOUT 
DRUNK 
SOME- 















THERE 
SHOULON’T 
BE A NEXT 
TIME. 








WONMMMHNHWN" 


\S 


WOKFNOOOWORMMM_ MN 


ili ie eae 


Ss 


I’M fae 

PARCHED! |." 

BRING eee 
ME SOME 
WATER! 


NN 


We at hy 
C —~ ej 
ee S 


I BROUGHT 
youl SOME 
WATER. 








I JUST 
THOUGHT 
IT'D BE 
EASIER IF 
I OID IT 
THIS WAY. 











ZS 

Z 

Z 

Z 

Z 
Z 4 
Z Z 
Z — 
Z Z 
; Z 
Z am 
Z 

Z 

Z 





ANALY y 
NWN S\N Sy 
Ty SY) Ean 
¥ SN 


z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 
Z 





WOM 
DP. 4 





ne 







































































































































































0 





ie considered 
SEX... ? 
\ 


WA- 
what /s 
this? 
I'm 
getting 
CAIs! 


cu 





1 





something 
like that 
tome. 






































MORNING, 
SENSE/! 





































































































mM 
.. AIUA?: OH, NO... 


WHERE'S 
HOZUM/- 
SENSE/...? 





I WAS 
ASKED TO 
GIVE THIS 
70 YOU. I HEARD 
SHE'S 
GOING TO 
BE AWAY 
FORA BIT. 
I'M TAKING 
OVER IN THE 
INTERIM. 





OH, YOU 
MUST BE 
KONATSU- 
SAN. 























1 YOU 
AND? HOZLUM/- 
SENSE/ WERE 

SPOTTED 
ENTERING 
A HOTEL 
TOGETHER... 























- ey, WHEN 
WAS HER a “) SHE WE ASKED 
ACCOLINT ve : SAID THAT HOZLM/- 

OF THE SHE RAN INTO SENSE 
EVENING... : YOU THAT NIGHT ABOLIT THE 
a ; ON THE WAY CIRCLIM- 
BUT te HOME, AFTER STANCES... 
20 YOU zs Eee WHICH YOU 
FEEL TS "S| WERE ASSAILED 
THERE TT : BY SOME 
ARE ANY mai eee UNTOWARD 
DISCREP- omnes) ee ) MAN, 
ANCIES TA ‘: 
NATION? Cf YOU WERE 
: ts FORCED TO 
a RUN INTO THE 
FIRST HOTEL 
YOLI SAW FOR 
YOUR OWN 
SAFETIES. 














































































































AN UN- 
TOWARD 
MAN... 


WAS /T 
SOMEONE 
YOU KNEW? 











WHAT SHE 
SAID WAS 
ENTIRELY 
CORRECT. 














imyseltsthelotherlt ight 
WhaygT inary nosi exe 
% LEACHERICAHAON 
oe m SOrr /; CATTORGIVE} 
_ then Plaieh pret gocteng cia) 
Y, 











SOON, THE 
LIE ITSELF 
BEGAN TO 
SPREAD- 
PEOPLE WERE 
WONDERING 
IF IT WAS TRUE 
7 OR NOT. 








HOWEVER, 
THAT 
LIE DION’T 
WARD OFF 
TROUBLE 
FOR ME 
AT ALL. 






































EVERYONE 
STARTED 
LOOKING \ 


AT ME 















































“f 
I 
STRANGELY. 
































/ 




























































































HOZUMI- 
SENSE! NEVER 
DID COME 
BAK... 




















«AND ONCE 
















































































TRANSFERRED 
TO A SCHOOL 
FAR AWAY. 

































































THE NUMBER 


HAVING rn \ 
LOST YOU HAVE 


MY ONLY — ; DIALED IS NO 
REFUGE, LONGER IN 
ITOOKA \ oes SERVICE. 
GAP YEAR, WozuMrsen™ \ 


I COMPLETELY WAUED - 


LOST CONTACT 
WITH HER, — *<HO0LS. 


ere 
End Ca 








I HAVEN’T 

STOPPED 
I STILL THINKING 
REGRET ABOUT HER 


NOT GOING SINCE. 
TO SEE 

HER RIGHT 
AWAY. 






































NEVER BE 

ABLE TO 

CONFIRM 
THINGS WITH 


FEELINGS HER... 


AT THE 
TIME... 


OR 
THE FEELINGS 
I STILL HAVE 

FOR HER. 








118 








WELL, 
ANYWAY, 
I GUESS 

THAT’S 

WHY... 



















































































I SEE 

eel JUST PEOPLE IN 

CAN’T SITUATIONS 
STAND BY LIKE CHLOE’S, 
AND LET IT WITHHOLDING 

HAPPEN. IMPORTANT 
THINGS FROM 

OTHERS... 

















+s BEFORE 


























YOU KNOW WHEN 
IT, YOU LOSE YOU THINK, 
SIGHT OF THAT ‘I CAN 
SPECIAL TELL THEM 
«AND PERSON... WHENEVER...” 
YOU’LL OR, “I’LL 
PROBABLY TELL THEM 
END UP WITH LATER...” 
A GREAT BIG 
HOLE LEFT IN 
YOUR HEART, 
JUST LIKE 






ME. 





A HOLE 
SO BIG 
YOU HAVE 
NO IDEA 
WHAT TO 
EVEN FILL 
IT WITH. 























«WHAT DO 
YOU DO WHEN 
WORDS AREN’T 

ENOUGH FOR YOU 

TO REACH 

SOMEONE? 


IS THIS 
ABOUT 
THAT 
PERSON 
THAT YOU 
LIKE? 


























SAY, 
KONATSU- 
SAN... 





SHOULDN’T 
YOU JUST TELL 
THEM WITH 
SOMETHING 
OTHER THAN 
WORDS, 
THEN? 


HUH? ARE 

THEY NOT 

JAPANESE, 
THEN? 


THAT'S 
NOT 
WHAT 1 


THEY SAY 
ACTIONS SPEAK 
LOUDER THAN 
WORDS. 






















































I WAS SO 
WRAPPED UP IN 
MY OWN FEELINGS 

OF GUILT THAT 
I COULDN'T SEE 
WHAT WAS 
RIGHT IN FRONT 








THAT NIGHT, 
THE STARS 
AS IF MY WERE SO 


LOVE FOR BEAUTIFUL. 
KAORU- 

SAN WAS 

SHINING, 
JUST A 
LITTLE. 

















KK (Coulda 
Reach You o 





G 


I (Coulda 
Reach You 








SLIIIDE... 
AR 


L say this 
every time, 
Waitt but goodness, for reading 










fer. a oe 4. volume 4 of 


fully aware of Keath Vou! 


how slow my 
[—==ace is, since 
=n such a 


. how io it that this 
always feels like ifs 
over in the blink of an 


eye? Time moves too Rr: Blow-writer... 
quickly, I can’t keep upl! : 


wed, Feel like Rou Ive been 
ite been a =). \—————g pecially 
little bit é easier r pleased with 
to witehlon My ke how easy it is 
motivation, which ube. Now 
ib iis nal oO that I.can 
i oe peer ARN, 
“Santine, from 
any kind of 
—_ postire... 








Lapa | ~-Bat in my Qa rel gee 
Tie just become | case, it (ust herr celing nina ita 
the sort of worth- has meipassing (ays Mary erson, 


____ out on. my work 
== way-more.of len. 
— I» 

“far from Smart. 





less person who 





*4 heated low table with a blanket: 162 





As it turns CD Anyway, Go 
out, Ll be having \ jag ahead and 

my first ever | Ly, . erase all 
that talk of 

what a lazy 

artist I am 

from your 

MEMOFY.» 


because I've 
got a happier 
announcement! 





‘meer. 
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1 


IF THINGS 
EVER GOT 
THAT WAY 
AGAIN... 


I WONDER 
IF IT’S OKAY 
TO SEND HER 
BACK LIKE THIS- 
TO THOSE 
PARENTS? 


oeeBUT I DON'T 


WANT TO MAKE \ 
HER WEAR'AN, \ 
\ EXPRESSION \ \ 





oe THAT'S 
WHAT I 

THOUGHT, 
BUT... 














I WAS AFRAID 
THAT I MIGHT 
BRUSH UP 


AGAINST A LINE... 


THAT SHOULD 
NEVER BE 
CROSSED. 


“THAT. NIGHT, 
CIMPULSIVELY 
HOSE TO 


vee SHE 
SHOULD 
LIVE HERE 
WITH US 
FOREVER, 
AS OUR 
FAMILY. 




















ooo THAT 
I SHOULDN’T 
KEEP BEING THIS 
WAY, BUT... 


























 ipfert 



































$eé __VERSION OF ME. 


OU 


ot 


THEN... 


hy 


_ IVECOME, | 
TO AVERT MY || 
‘GAZE WHENEVER | 
WE SPEAK,| 
HATE THIS, 










































































uot 









































Le 























Ge a 
saan 


hapter 20 










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































\S ru 


SSI HERE ARE 

THE HAND- 
=—\ OUTS YOU 
4 | WANTED. 





sf 4.5OIF SCHOOL 

21 THERE'S FOR 
ANYTHING YOU TO 
YOU'D — TRANSFER 
LIKETO —- TO. 
DISCUSS, 


PLEASE 
COME TO ME fe 
A. ANYTIME. /: 


IT’S 
SO AWFUL 
THAT YOU'D 
HAVE TO 

ADJUST TO 
A NEW PLACE, 

WHAT WITH 
EXAM SEASON 

COMING UP. 


WE 
RECEIVED 
WORD 
FROM YOUR 
GUARDIAN 
THAT YOU’RE 
GOING TO BE 

TRANSFERRING 
SCHOOLS? 9 / 


I GOT INTO 
UNIVERSITY 
EITHER WAY, 








one THIS 
IS TOO 
SOON. 
MY HEART 
CANT CATCH 
UP. 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































FEELS 
LIKE SHE 
SENT THIS 
UNFINISHED? 
I WONDER 
IF SHE WANTED 
ME TO 











PICK THESE 
UP FROM THE 














EXCHANGES _ 
WILL WE? 







































AFTERNOON, 
MIYABI-CHAN. 


ey) $ 
= »e YOUR 
\ . 
Nd 


cy 


D4 ) on 
Meo 


fi 
mee WN 


es 
= = 
=~ 






nee 





7 


BECOME 
ACCUSTOM- 


TAKING 
CARE OF 


TM 
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OF 
COURSE 
THE 


MANAGER 


WOULD PULL 


IT OFF! 

SHE LET ME 
SAMPLE IT 
EARLIER, 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE THAT 
VALENTINE’S 
MENU YOU 
PROPOSED 
HAS BEEN 


YOU'RE 
ALWAYS 
GIVING 
ME WAY 

TOO MUCH 
CREDIT. 





veel TURNS 
OUT T’LL 
PROBABLY 
BE QUITTING 
COME MARCH. 











A HUGE 
SUCCESS! 





IT’S ALL 
THANKS TO 
yi YOUR HARD 





GLAD TO 
HEAR THAT, 
BUT... 


HELP WITH 
THE OTHER 
SEASONAL 








U 


A 


2 
>| 

le 
Lan 


\ | 
| REGULARS { 
4 | ARE ALWAYS 
| FAWNING 
OVER YOU. 
















































































7/77 
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YY 


—\ 





137 


WHAT SHE’S | 
| THINKING. 


i 
Yj 















































I REALLY 
THOUGHT 

I WAS GETTING 
BETTER AT 




















UNDERSTANDING 
HER... 









































voelF 
ONLY A 














LITTLE 





























BIT. 


















































aur 
INSTEAD, 

IFEEL i 

_| UKEIVE § 

JUST COME fy 


IS HARD. 


ft 


A 


— 





Pe Oe ee a ee, ee ee a a ee, Oe ee Se 
Ce cy 
ee er ry 

- ee 6 6 6 6 0 oo oo 6 6 6 + oe a ee ew ww ww 


ce =a .° 


\ 


ee | | A co 


— 


7 


MORE THAN 
SHE EVEN 
REALIZES. 














ove SOME- 
ONE WHO'S 
AVOIDED 
GETTING 
TOO CLOSE 
WITH ANY- 
ONE 


\ 


A 
— 


: “é 








ABOUT 
HOW TO 
EXPRESS 
HER TRUE 


JUST LOST 
FEELINGS. 


\ 


fy 


x 


SN 


_ 
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B-BECAUSE 
SHE USED 
A STICKER 
IN HER 
MESSAGE, 
RIGHT? 


I THINK 
IT'LL TAKE 
SOME TIME, 
BUT JUST 
WAIT UNTIL 
SHE OPENS 
UP SOME 


4 
7, \ 


Xs 
oy 
' 


‘ 


Wy 
i} Wy 





I KNOW 
THAT I NEED 


TO HURRY UP 
AND FORGET 


ABOUT IT 
ALREADY, AND 


TRY TO MOVE 


FORWARD, 


BUT... 





| 


_ 


IT’S 
IN A PLACE 


WHERE MY 





_ 





_ 
_ 


WHEN 


T WAKE UP. 


NO 
IN THE 
IT’S STILL 
HERE. 


iu. 
woh 
us 
w 
~~ 
= 
4 
| 
us 
| 
H 


522 
z= 
Sr 
— 
ata 
== 


THAT, 
MORNING, 


MAYBE 
MY FEELINGS 
ARE LIVING 
IN THERE, 
GROWING ALL 
ON THEIR 
OWN 


WEEEELLLL, 

YOU'VE BEEN 
TWAS TALKING TO 
WAIT- YOUR FRIEND 
ING FOR THIS WHOLE 
You! TIME! 




























































































< ‘ey 
ae 


Re 


GOODNESS, 
HOW MANY 
TIMES HAVE 
I TOLD YOU 


NA 7 


yf) 
I’M HUNGRY 
I’M HUNGRY 
I’M HUNGRY! 
IT WANNA CGO 
HOOOME!!! 


I DON’T 
MEAN TO 
CUT THIS 
SHORT... 


SORRY, 
UTA- 
SAN. 





YOU'VE 
SUDDENLY 
GOTTEN 
WHEN WE ——- YOURSELF 
GET HOME VERY 
YOU'LL DIRTY. 
NEED TO 
TAKE A BATH 
BEFORE 
YOU EAT. 
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q 


























cool FELL FOR 
KAORU-SAN. 





































































































































































































LIKE |THIS 
Aca 
| 


I WISH 

I COULD 
LIKE THE FACT 

THAT... 
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THIS IS 
IMPOS- 
SIBLE... 






COME 
UP WITH 
ANY NEW 
IDEAS AT 











WHAT’S 
UP? 


HE’S A 
HEALTHY, 
ROWDY 


Boy! 
















HELLO! 


OH! KAORU? 
YOCCHAN! 











ie 
P| wow 
THAT'S REALLY? 
AMAZING, 
7 git = CON a 
ABoy RATS! =| 
OR A Ae 
GIRL? 














I’M NOT 
HEH HEH, SURE THAT 
AS LONG EITHER ME 
AS YOU OR THE 
ONCE ALL ARE HUBBY ARE 
THINGS HAPPY. STRONG 
CALM DOWN ENOUGH, 
ABIT BUT WE’LL 
TRY OUR 


! 
T’LL COME 
THROW BEST/ 
YOU A 
SHOWER. 





MM, 
WELL, 

I JUST 
CALLED 
TO LET YOU 
KNOW THAT 
I SUCCESS- 
FULLY GAVE 
BIRTH THE 
OTHER 
DRY! 


I’m trea 
|_ re 
> fospital! 


AHAHA, 
LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'VE GOT 
YOUR WORK 

CUT OUT 
FOR YOU, 
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ACTUALLY, 

I GUESS 
ALOT HAS 
HAPPENED. // 





YOU 
CAN! 
WHAT’S 
UP, 
WHAT’S 


UP? 
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REALLYP 
DID 
SOME- 
THING 
HAPPEN? 










WELL... 
SPILL 
I GUESS I'M IT! 
I CAN GOOD AT 
TELL YOU LISTENING, 
A BITP YOU CAN 


TELL ME! 








































ME... 









sO 
WHAT’S THE 
PROBLEM? | 
OBVIOUSLY 
YOU TURN 
THEM 
DOWN. 


I MEAN, 
IT MIGHT 
NOT EVEN 
BE THAT 
KIND OF 
LOVE. 


BUT... 


AFRAID 
TO FIND 
OUT. 







ye M FAN 
HOW AM ({/\ * 
1 SUPPOSED | CAS 
TO RESPOND ; | eS 
TO THAT? \ f | « 
i's BEEN 2] )\\ a eel Om 
BOTHERING aN ; \\Y : 












TH- 
THERE’S 
THIS KID 

NEXT DOOR 
WHO’S IN 
LOVE WITH 
ME...? 

I THINK. 



















HUH? IF 
THEY’RE 
YOUR 
NEIGHBOR, 
THEN THEY 
KNOW THAT 
YOU'RE A 
MARRIED 
WOMAN, 
RIGHT? HOW 
OLD ARE 
THEY? 


SCHOOL- 
ER... 





THAT'S, 
WELL... 



























WELL, 
L.. WE'VE 

KNOWN EACH 
| OTHER FOR A 








TIME, SO WE 
KNOW A LOT 
ABOUT EACH 
OTHER. 







THEY’RE 
A REALLY 
GOOD KID 
AND I’M 

FOND OF 
THEM. 


sol 
WANT TO 

AVOID 
HURTING 
THEM... 




















HAVE 
YOU TRIED 
CONSIDER- 
ING THEIR 
FEELINGS? 











I WONDER 
IF I SHOULD 
JUST KEEP 
PRETENDING 
THAT I NEVER 
NOTICED... 








WHY, 
THOUGH? 
THEY’RE 
JUST YOUR 
NEIGHBOR, 
AREN’T 
THEY? 






















I SEE, 
$0 IT’S 
SOMEONE 
WHO YOU 

SO CARE A LOT 
YOU'RE ABOUT. 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
WHAT 
STANCE 
TO TAKE. 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK I 
SHOULD 

DO? 






































He a 
IY ITS A 
: = CHILDISH 
mn SORT OF 
KINDNESS 
TO GIVE 
_ 
WE’RE Li 
REPLY JUST 
YOU HAVE ADULTS SO YOU DON’T 
TO BREAK TA Th, MESS THN 
THINGS OFF ova \ : AU UP 
WITH THEM, a ey) THEM. 
AND SET | : 
THAT KID IN j 
THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION. 
oe Le \ 




















WHAT 
YOU’RE 
DOING 
RIGHT 
NOW... 

















THEY 
MIGHT 
EVEN BE 
HURT BY 
THE FACT 
THAT YOU 
CAN’T EVEN 
BRING 
YOUR- 
SELF TO 
CONFRONT 
THEM. 


















BESIDES, 
DON’T 
YOU... 
















HAVE 

A PRETTY 
GOOD 
IDER OF 

WHAT THAT 

SORT OF 

FEELING 

IS LIKEP 








Ln 





ee TE 
Se th it 
Pee 


tf 












































I NEED 
TO SAY 
SOMETHING 
TO YOU. 
CAN I 
COME 
IN? 


SORRY TO 
INTERRUPT 
YOUR 
STUDYING. 
































To be continued. 












































KK (Coulda 
Reach You o 





THE FIRST 
- TMEIT | 
| ENCOUNTERED | 
| CHLOE BEFORE | — 
SHE WOKE... | 
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likely a 
balled-up 
blanket 


A foot sticking out 
for some reason, 

most likely belonging 

fea balled-up Chloe 


CHLOE! 


IT’S 
ALREADY ,..HOW 


NOON! 0) ie), | 
SLEEP? 





HUH... ? 


CHLOE, 
ARE YOU 
BREATH- 

ING?! 


WHAT’S 
GOING 
ON? 

T CAN'T 
UNWRAP 
THIS AT 
ALL!!! 










































































































































































































































SLEEPS. \ 2 IAL 


fia 





eh yeu i 

i s 

oan her: PROBABLY 
a. BECAUSE 

SOMEBODY 

RIPPED MY 
























































FUTON AWAY 
FROM ME. 
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